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Inside this issue: 

Dear Zion, 

 

 Last Sunday, during the point in the service when we share an-

nouncements with one another about the life of our community, the num-

ber of those sharing increased significantly compared to previous weeks. 

Yesterday as I dropped my friend Dillon off at his house in Abilene, I 

marveled aloud at the emerging green of his lawn. The greenhouse at 

Abilene High School is teeming with plants in rows upon rows in prepa-

ration for the annual plant sale. Birds are more active, more people are 

outside walking and running, and gardens are being tilled and prepared.  

This short list comprises only the most obvious and recent examples 

pointing to coming of Spring, and our collective emergence from Winter. 

If we pay attention, we are bombarded with these reminders. If we pay 

attention. 

 In Luke’s gospel, we are told those walking with Jesus as He ar-

rived in Jerusalem were shouting, dancing, and crying out with joy. 

Shouting, dancing, and crying out with joy were only the most obvious 

examples pointing to God’s gift to each of us. Jesus said as much when 

He told those present that if there were no shouting, dancing, and crying 

out then the stones themselves would bear witness to Life, to the coming 

Spring, to the coming resurrection. 

 Let us pay attention, together. Let us shout, dance, and cry out 

with joy together. 

 

Love, 

 

Erik 

 

 

 

We welcome all people on a lifelong journey of faith with a still-speaking God. 

We are many minds in spiritual beliefs, but one body in loving service to our community. 
 

 Zion 
United Church of Christ 

 

 

1811 McFarland Rd 

Junction City, KS 66441 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

zionuccjc@yahoo.com 
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April Lectionary 

 
The Journey 

Prints 
April 26 

 

“But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will 

accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The LORD will 

fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” 

 

Exodus 14:13-14 

Attendance  

2019 YTD 

610 

2018—692 

April 7 
5th Sunday of Lent 

Isaiah 43:16-21 

Psalms 126 

Philippians 3:4-14 

John 12:1-8 
The Fragrance of Life 

April 14 
Palm Sunday 

Isaiah 50:4-9 

Psalms 118:1-2, 19-29 

Philippians 2:5-10 

Luke 19:28-40 
Palm/Passion Sunday 

April 18 
Maundy Thursday 

Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 

Psalms 116:1-2, 12-19 

1Corinthians 11:23-26 

John 13:1-17, 31-35 
 

April 19 
Good Friday 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Psalms 22 

Hebrew 10:16-25 

John 18:1-19:42 
 

April 20 
Holy Saturday 

Job 14:1-14 

Psalms 31:1-4, 15-16 

1 Peter 4:1-8 

Matthew 27:57-66 
Passover Begins 

Easter Vigil 

Genesis 1:1-2:4 

Psalms 136:1-9, 23-26 

Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

Luke 24:1-12 

April 21 
Easter 

Acts 10:34-43 

Psalms 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

John 20:1-18 
 

April 28 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

Acts 5:27-32 

Psalms 118:14-29 

Revelation 1:4-8 

John 20:19-31 
Love’s Disruptive Witness 

Zion Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 20 

11:00 am 

Amazing Love 
How Can It Be 

 
Sunday April 21 
Zion UCC Choir 
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Outreach 

Heifer International 
The second Sunday of the month we collect quarters for Heifer International.  The Children 

of Zion  collected $74.73 in April YTD $210.26. 
 

December 11th is Heifer International Sunday.   
 

 

THIS IS NO ORDINARY GIFT. 

 

Fill the Hunger Cart 
On the first Sunday of March the Hunger Grocery cart was filled with 225 lbs of food 

for the Food Pantry.   YTD  505 lbs of food  

 

Why to go Zion!  We set a record for us.  Lets keep up the good work in 2019! 

Please add a few items to your weekly shopping list.  cereals, 

canned goods, macaroni and cheese, canned meat.   

Remember the cart is always available to deposit your items.  

  Zion at Work in the World: April Giving Opportunities 
  Zion participates in several mission opportunities throughout  each month. Here are the 

ways you can make a difference during the upcoming weeks. 

 April 7: Food donations for the Food Pantry  

 April 14: Quarter collection for Heifer International  

Give a Gift of Water Buffalo 
 

In poor communities, water buffalo from Heifer are providing draft power for planting rice and pota-

toes, milk for protein and manure for fertilizer and fuel.  A farmer can plant four times more rice with 

a buffalo than by hand-generating added income to use for clothing, medicine, school and home im-

provements. 

So your gift of a water buffalo and training in its care can lead a hungry family out of poverty and 

give them a chance for a bright future filled with hope and free from hunger. 

 

Gift of a Water Buffalo: $250 

Share of a Water Buffalo: $25 
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Women’s Fellowship 

Consistory Highlights 

 Zion United Church of Christ 

  Consistory Minutes- Feb 13, 2019 

 

The monthly meeting was called to order by  President Vern Steffens at 7:00 p.m. 

Members present:   Vern Steffens,  Lyn Green,  Deniece Carlson, Keith Henry, Tau Osa, Richard Hobaugh, Denise 

Tabb and Pastor Erik Graefe.  Ray Kruse was unable to attend. 

 

Erik opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Memorial Fund: The balance is $12,517.94.  

 

Secretary: Minutes were approved by Keith and seconded by Lyn. 

The minutes from the annual meeting were approved by Keith and seconded by Deniece C 

Treasurer: Jan income was $16,653.10, expenses were $12,160.90  average attendance: 66  

Pastor Report: Continuing to visit Valley View.  Meditation class meets the 1st and 4th Sat of each month Singing 

with the Sunday School children 

 Financial Secretary: approved as read. 

Formation:  N/A 

Old business: 

The replacement furnace boiler unit is a work in progress. 

New Business:  

Erik will look into replacing a damaged communion set.  

Suggestions for the parking lot:  extend the pavement to the building south of the church or edge the south corner 

with bollards, to stop people from driving on the lawn. 

New officers:  President:  Vern Steffens 

                      Vice President:  Denise Tabb 

                      Secretary:  Lyn Green 

                     Treasurer:  Keith Henry 

Sign up sheet for Deacon of the month was passed around. 

Keith moved that the fee for Run for God program should be paid from the outreach budget.  The fee is  

$100.00,  Denise Tabb seconded.  Motion carried. 

Richard moved a 1 year time frame for memorial money for a designated purchase, after the one year, the funds 

will be in the general Memorial fund.  Deniece Carlson seconded.  Motion carried. 

 Next meeting Mar. 6, 2019 

 Meeting was adjourned with the Lord's Prayer. 

Deniece Carlson 

Secretary 

     March 6, 2019 

     Women’s Guild met on March 6 at noon in Fellowship Hall.  Janette hosted nine ladies with a delicious chicken 

casserole luncheon. 

     Janette, president, called the meeting to order.  The devotion, read by Judy G., was entitled “I Saw the Face of 

God Today”. 

     Ruth read the minutes of the previous meeting and they were approved.  Lane, treasure, reported a balance of 

$2,729.73.  There were no communications. 

     Old Business:  The Zion congregation is to be congratulated for the over whelming support of the church din-

ner.  There was discussion on how to improve or what changes might be made for next year.  

     New Business:  Because of the support and confidence shown by the congregation, many outreach projects will 

be supported in the coming months.  The dinner raised $2,371.10.  Different possibilities of projects were dis-

cussed.  

     Announcements:  There will be a conference held in Branson on Oct. 11-13 entitled “Women of Joy”.  The next 

meeting will be held on April 5 with Rosemary and Karen hosting. 

     Leona read “The Top Reasons to Sing in the Choir”. 

     The meeting concluded by repeating The Lord’s Prayer. 
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Run/Walk/Pray for GOD – Get Yo God On Bible Study Group 

  

I can do all things through him who strengthens me.  Philippians 4:13 ESV 

  

  

Zion!! It is time to register for Run for God!!  If you are wanting to participate (run 

or walk) please register online by FRIDAY, March 29.  This will give us an idea of 

how many people we need to prepare for.  

  

First, I would like to thank everyone for your support, prayers and enthusiasm for 

this study session.  I truly feel this program will help us build a deeper relationship with each other, the 

community and of course, with Jesus Christ (the ultimate power walker).  I know some of you were 

thinking we would be reading our Bibles while running down McFarland so for added clarification here 

is a little more information about what to expect if you decide to Get Yo God On!! 

  

1.  The most important nights will be Tuesday evenings at 6:30PM and that will include bible study 

lasting 30-45 minutes (rain or shine) and a group run/walk will follow right after. (Plus snacks) 

2. There will be 3 evenings during the 12 week course that may run a little longer as we will have 

guest speakers come in to talk with us about fitness, stretching and maintenance for yo “temple”. 

3. Saturday group runs/walks are optional and this will be determined based on participation and 

weather.  The locations for these runs will vary so we can visit local trails and parks throughout 

Geary county and the surrounding areas.  These will probably be morning runs so we can beat 

the crowds and heat. 

4. If your goal is to RUN a 5k on the 4th of July then the program recommends you train at least 3 

days per week.  Which means some of your runs will be on your own.  Don’t panic!! There is a de-

tailed training schedule in the course materials that outlines a great beginner training plan.  It 

covers gear, nutrition, hydration etc.  The plan starts out with 20 minute sessions alternating 

easy jogging with walking.  Also, while I am not a trainer, I would be happy to offer advice and of 

course run with you if you want a buddy!! 

5. The Freedom Run starts both the 5k and 10k at 7AM with a course cut off at 1:30PM.  You can 

walk the 5k!!  There is also a Fun Run on the 4th of July that is 1 mile and the little kids love this 

race. Strollers are allowed but sorry Fido has to stay home. 

  

REMEMBER -- You can do this! 

  

Register:  www.runforgod.com 

Find A Class >> You’re in the United States of America and you 

live in the great state of Kansas >> Click SEARCH >>scroll 

down to Zion UCC Get Yo God On (Cleo & Denise) 

  

Contact Information:  Cleo 785.375.2548 or 

cj27tink@gmail.com / Denise 785.210.5320 or 

denise64801@yahoo.com 

 

 

Zion News 

http://www.runforgod.com
mailto:cj27tink@gmail.com
mailto:denise64801@yahoo.com


 

“Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes 

of the earth will wail.  So it is to be.  Amen.” 

Revelations 1:7 
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Zion News 

Zion is partnering with First Presbyterian Church for  

Vacation Bible School this summer. 

In the upcoming weeks there will be list of donations needed 

to put help put on vbs.  There will also be a sign up sheet for 

helpers. 

 

 
 

“Wild Bible Adventures” 
June 3rd –June 6th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online registration will open April 1 at vbspro.events/p/fpcjc 

 

Age groups start at 3 years old and upto going into 6th grade. 

 

June 3 –June 6 

9:00 am to Noon 

 

 

   



 

Monthly Financial Reports  
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Date Att. Giving 

Feb 3 66  

Feb 10 95  

Feb 17 73  

Feb 24 0  

   

   

Online   

Total 234.  

 

Financial Secretary  
Treasurer’s  

2019 Gen. Budget  

Needed Weekly  

Needed YTD  

Gen. Fund YTD  

Budget Balance/(shortfall)  

 Feb Cum. YTD 

Rent   

BOB - - 

Building - - 

Total Specials - - 

Dillons rebates - - 

Feb. Bank Balance 

 Beginning                  
Balance 

 
Ending  
Balance 

1/31/19  2/28/19  

Feb. 2019 Profit & Loss 

   Outreach/Heifer Int. Income   

   General Fund   

    S.F.    

    Online Deposits   

   

Total Income   

EXPENSES   

Bank Service Charge   

Benevolence   

Christian Ed. & Worship   

Insurance   

Misc.   

Repairs & Maint.   

Payroll Exp.   

All Supplies   

Utilities   

Total Expenses   
   

NET INCOME     
PMM  Income Expense Balance 

Interest     

Memorial Income Expenses Balance 

    

Heifer Int. Income Expenses Balance 

    



 

“Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm 

yourselves also with the same intention (for whoever has 

suffered in the flesh has finished with sin), so as to live 

for the rest of your earthly life no longer by human desires 

but by the will of God.  You have already spent enough 

time in doing what the Gentiles like to do, living in 

licentiousness passions, drunkenness, revels, carousing, 

and lawless idolatry.  They are surprised that you no 

longer join them in the same excesses or dissipation, and 

so they blaspheme.  But they will have to give an 

accounting to him who stands ready to judge the living 

and the dead.  For this is the reason the gospel was 

proclaimed even to the dead, so that, though they had 

been judged in the flesh as everyone is judged, they might 

live in the spirit as God does.   

The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and 

discipline yourselves for the sake of your prayers.  Above 

all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers 

a multitude of sins,” 

 

1 Peter 4:1-8 

Online Giving at Zion UCC 
Members of the congregation have the ability to donate online through a se-
cure portal. Donating online eliminates the need to write a check to the 
church. Online giving is an easy    process to establish, and gifts December be 
changed as desired. Online giving can be accomplished in single payments or 
as repeat   scheduled payments.  Below is the link 

 

         https://smartpay.profitstars.com/express/zionucccpp 
 

If you have any questions or need the additional instructions, please contact 
the church office at  785-238-5732.  
Thank you for your ongoing support of Zion United Church of Christ! 
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*If we have missed a birthday or anniversary we 

are sorry.  The reason for that would be that we do 

not have that birthday or anniversary in our infor-

mation.  If you would like it included please give the 

information to the office. 

4/19 Steve & Susanne Altwegg 

4/2 Leona Garrison 

4/15 Chase Altwegg 

4/17 Aaron Jacobsen 

4/20 Jonathan Beasley 

4/21 Lane Bitterlin 

4/22 TJ Osa 

4/22 Steve Woodard 

4/23 Marvin Hornbostel 

4/24 Jolynn Henry 

4/25 Ella Martin 

4/26 Courtney Gfeller 

https://smartpay.profitstars.com/express/zionucccpp


 

 20192019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

 1 2 3 
Choir 6:00 pm 

Consistory 7:00 pm 

4 5 
Women’s Guild 

12:00 pm 

6 

7 
Celebration of Holy Communion 
Food Pantry Sunday 
Adult Sunday School 9:30 am 

Worship 10:30 am 

Fellowship 11:30 am 

 

 

2:00 pm Lady Troopers assoc. 

8 9 
 

10 
Choir 6:00 pm 

 

 

 

11 
 

12 
 

13 

 

14 
Heifer International Sunday 
Sunday School 9:30 am 

Christmas Program 10:30 am 

Fellowship 11:30am 

 

 

 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

Choir 6:00 pm 

18 
Maundy Thursday 

19 

 

20 

Holy Saturday 

Easter Egg Hunt 

11:00 am 
 

21 

Easter Sunday 
Sunday School 9:30 am 

Worship 10:30 am 

 

 

22 
 

24 
Pilot Club 5 pm 

20 

Choir 6:00 pm 

25 26 
 

27 

28 
Sunday School 9:30 am 

Worship 10:30 am 

Fellowship 11:30 am 

29 30 
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Serving Zion  

 Greeters Ushers Coffee Fellowship 

April 7 Russ & Sally Altwegg 
Doug Vogelsang & 
Wayne Gfeller 

Rudi & Bin Graefe 

April 14 Kenny & Debby Gfeller 
Nate Green & Jack 
Graefe 

Debby & Kenny 
Gfeller 

April 21 Kevin & Deb Heiman 
Josh Gfeller &  
Cody Bitterlin 

No Coffee Hour 

April 28 Aaron & Deb Jacobsen Tau & TJ Osa Leona Garrison 

1811 McFarland Rd 
Junction City, KS 66441-8846 

785-238-5732 

«AddressBlock» 

https://www.facebook.com/zionuccjc

