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“Who then is this, that he commands even the winds and the water, and they
obey him?” - Luke 8:25 (NRSV)
Do you believe in miracles? It’s a question that a story like this one of Jesus
calming a storm at sea may raise. Did that really happen?
Could it, however, be the wrong question? In Luke 8’s sequence of vivid encounters—calming a storm, casting out a demon, healing an ostracized
woman, raising a dead girl—the question is really, “Who the heck is this guy?
And what in the world is he up to?”
In a bible study a couple months ago, the leader asked what the stories we’d
read for that evening said to us about God. A young Somali woman said so
softly that it was almost inaudible, “God is a warrior.”
Her answer may be close to what Luke’s stories of Jesus are telling us. Jesus
is locked in mortal combat with Death. Not so much death as simply a natural
part of life. But Death as a power (hence the capitalization).
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Jesus as a warrior in the cause of Life, battling Death, asks a different set of
questions. Is God still fighting against all that diminishes, distorts, and destroys Life? Are we also combatants in that struggle for Life?
Many of us may be uncomfortable with militaristic language. But in the effort
to use more peaceful language, I hope we don’t lose this truth: there’s a battle
going on. A Life and Death struggle. Jesus came, and still comes, as an invader to a territory that is occupied by Death. He is a warrior in the cause of
Life who calls us to join him.
Prayer
Holy One, where our faith has grown bland and feckless, help us to see what’s
at stake. Amen.
Written by: Tony Robinson, a United Church of Christ minister, is a speaker,
teacher, and writer. He is the author of many books, including What’s Theology Got to Do With It: Convictions, Vitality and the Church. You can read
Tony's "Weekly Meditation" and "What's Tony Thinking?" at his website, www.anthonybrobinson.com.
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We welcome all people on a lifelong journey of faith with a still-speaking God.
We are many minds in spiritual beliefs, but one body in loving service to our community.

Sunday Worship 10:30

a.m.

zionuccjc@yahoo.com

August Lectionary
August 4

August 11

August 18

August 25

18th Sunday in Ordinary time

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Hosea 11:1-11
Psalms 107:1-9, 43
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalms 50:1-8, 22-23
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalms 80:1-2, 8-10
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56

Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalms 71:1-6
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

Loving God Back

Faith is...

Faith Witnesses

Out of the Shadow

Attendance
2019 YTD
1814
2018—2000

The Journey
Prints
Sept 6

Women’s Fellowship
Women’s Fellowship will have their first meeting on September 6th at

12:00pm at the home of Leona Garrison. All women of the church are
invited.
Zion is having Sunday Service at
Camp White August 25th.
Watch for more details in the
bulletins. We will leave from the
church parking lot and caravan
to Camp White.

New Zion Directory
Be a part of our upcoming photography event. Be yourself. Make it special.
Share your story with family and friends. Each family receives a free 8x10 photograph and directory for participating.
Friday, Sept. 6, 2 pm to 9 pm and Saturday, Sept. 7, 10 am to 5 pm.
Please get your time slot as soon as possible so that you will get the time you need.
You will be able to schedule online Monday—Friday at https://booknowlifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b0ljxcb4/ you will also be able to sign up in person on Sundays before or after service. If you have any questions please call the
office. We will also need some volunteers please check out the sign up sheets in
the narthex for those opportunities.

“In you, O LORD, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. In your righteousness deliver me and rescue ;
incline your ear to me and save me. Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong fortress, to save me, for you are my
rock and my fortress. Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the grasp of the unjust and
cruel. For you , O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O LORD, from my youth. Upon you I have leaned from my
birth; it was you who took me from my mother’s womb. My praise in continually of you.”
Psalm 71:1-6
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Outreach

Heifer International
The second Sunday of the month we collect quarters for Heifer International. The Children
of Zion collected $63.74 in July YTD $456.15.
Aug 11 is Heifer International Sunday.

THIS IS NO ORDINARY GIFT.

Treat them to Trees
One of Heifer International’s most important promises is to care for the earth. For sustainable development, we believe we must help families raise their animals in harmony with nature. That’s why in
addition to livestock, we provide families with trees. Through training, families learn how to keep
their small plats of land healthy and renew the soil for future generations by planting trees, using natural fertilizer and limiting grazing.
Tree Seedlings: $60
Share of Tree Seedlings: $10

Fill the Hunger Cart
On the first Sunday of June the Hunger Grocery cart was filled with 216 lbs of food for the Food Pantry. YTD 1181 lbs of food

Why to go Zion! We are ahead of last year by 305 lbs. Lets keep it going!!!

Please add a few items to your weekly shopping list. cereals,
canned goods, macaroni and cheese, canned meat.
Remember the cart is always available to deposit your items.

Zion at Work in the World: August Giving Opportunities
Zion participates in several mission opportunities throughout each month. Here are the
ways you can make a difference during the upcoming weeks.
Aug. 4: Food donations for the Food Pantry
Aug. 11: Quarter collection for Heifer International
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Consistory Highlights
Zion UCC Consistory Minutes, June 5, 2019
The meeting was called to order by President Vern Steffens at 7:00 PM.
Members Present: Vern Steffens, Keith Henry, Lyn Green, Ray Kruse, Erik Graefe, Deniece Carlson, Richard
Hobaugh
Erik opened the meeting with a prayer.
Keith made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 1 meeting. Ray seconded. Minutes were approved as
submitted.
Financial Reports:
Financial Reports were examined for May 2019. There were no comments or concerns. Deniece moved to
accept them. Keith seconded. Financial reports were approved.
Pastor’s Report:
Visitations, Run for God and Meditation sessions continue weekly. Erik was able to visit with Edith Guffey
recently. Eric and Evergreen Johnson’s wedding was a success last weekend. Erik is looking toward online
counseling classes.
Committee Reports:
No reports were submitted
Old Business:
Church Clean up day this Saturday – inside and outside with a potluck to follow.
There was a music meeting recently to discuss roles – quarterly meetings will continue in the future.
VBS has kicked off in conjunction with the Presbyterian Church – 6 of our Zion youth are in attendance.
There are 81 total youth enrolled. Doris, Vern, Janette, Debbie, Courtney & Deb are helping.
Vern priced both chairs and glassware to replace what we currently have in the fellowship hall. Keith motioned to purchase 3 cases of 12 oz glasses for a total of $160.47 and sixteen 4 packs of folding chairs
for a total of $1743.84. Deniece seconded. Motion passed.
Erik talked to Amy Kay about the Communion Vessels.
New Business:
Erik asked how we felt about having a church service at Camp White at the end of August. It was proposed to poll the congregation to see what they wanted.
July 3 is the next scheduled consistory meeting. Due to the holidays, the meeting will be pushed back to
July 17.
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted by Lyn Green

Zion Choir
The Zion Choir is getting ready to resume. We will start practicing again Aug. 7th at 6:00 pm. The choir will
sing on Aug. 11th and starting in Sept we will be singing the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.
If you haven’t sung with the choir in the past but are interested come join us.

Page 4

A Faith Journey for All

The Journey

August 2019

Zion News
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News from K-O Conference
GENERAL SYNOD POSTCARD: EDITH GUFFEY
Everyone comes to General Synod with a different perspective and that is what makes it such an interesting place to be. Synod has that “family reunion” feel about it and it’s always fun to catch up with friends
When I attend Synod now, I am increasingly reminded of my age, how much the church is changing and
how much one’s own history shapes the present reality. Now, a full month after the close of Synod, I find
there are still some things that surprise me, and I walk away with some new insights about this church
that I think I know, and I am sure that I love.
You have already read about Committee 8 from others who have written and how hard it was for the General Synod to wrestle with two competing values; welcoming and affirming all when doing so meant someone would be hurt or excluded. My very pragmatic perspective immediately kicked in when I first read the
resolution back in the early Spring; of course, the General Synod would not ban a group from the Exhibit
Hall. I was not prepared for the amount of emotional pain and angst of young people who had come to
view the General Synod as a “safe space”. As a 60 plus African American woman, I have never experienced
or expected anyplace to be safe and was actually astounded that there are those who view the General
Synod in this way. But it shifted my view of “what is”; I had to hear differently, and the discussion forced
me to rethink my clear and pragmatic lines in the sand. They suddenly aren’t quite as clear.
The other very difficult piece of business at General Synod was the election of Rev. John Dorhauer for a
second term as General Minister and President (GMP). It was framed with the question of whether or not
it was time for the UCC to have a woman as the GMP. Perhaps this question was in the mind of others,
but Rev. Dorhauer verbalized it from the stage and it became the focus of the conversation. Only at the
end of the floor discussion did a delegate raise other questions that the General Synod might focus on regarding the election of a GMP to a second term. But it was late in the game and that discussion never materialized.
A month later in reflecting on the whole experience I have been musing that only a white man has the
ability and advantage to shape the conversation as we experienced it at Synod. When elected to positions
of power, women and people of color spend a great deal of energy working to prove that we didn’t get a position just BECAUSE we are women or persons of color. But let me use “I” language; as a woman of color; I
have for years carried the burden of having to prove that I deserved a job and I didn’t get it just because “a
woman or person of color was needed.” Most of the floor discussion at Synod made very little reference to
concrete objectives or measurable outcomes or performance but focused primarily and passionately on the
question about a woman as the General Minister and President.
I am clear that there are many women well equipped and qualified to serve as the General Minister and
President of the United Church of Christ; I can name several. But I wonder about the discussion and if it
served to support the leadership of a gifted woman as GMP or increase the burden of a woman having to
prove her competence as a male GMP steps aside ONLY on the assumption to make room for a woman.
And I wonder if the conversation has any spillover effect; women feeling more pressure; men perhaps resentful; who knows. And just may my perspective needs to be shifted again and this is no longer a question
and the burden I have felt over the years to “prove myself” is no longer a reality in our church our country.
I would love to hear that’s the case; although the current political discourse doesn’t lead me to that conclusion.
Hearing new voices, different perspectives, forcing us to think beyond our experiences as we hear different
voices is part of what happens at Synod. And it doesn’t’ really matter if it’s the first Synod or the 18th; the
power of new experience and new learnings is still present.
I look forward to all of you joining me in welcoming and hosting General Synod in Kansas City in 2021!
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Monthly Financial Reports
Financial Secretary

Treasurer’s

2019 Gen. Budget

June Bank Balance
Beginning
Balance

Needed Weekly
Needed YTD

5/31/19

Ending
Balance

6/30/19

Gen. Fund YTD

June 2019 Profit & Loss

Budget Balance/(shortfall)
Date

Outreach/Heifer Int. Income
Att.

Giving

General Fund
Rent

June 2

71

June 9

64

June 16

50

June 23

62

Total Income

June 30

54

EXPENSES

Online Deposits
S.F. (STC)

Bank Service Charge
Benevolence

Online
Total

Insurance

301
June

Cum. YTD

Rent

Misc.
Payroll Exp.
Repairs & maintenance

BOB
Building

All Supplies

Total Specials

Utilities

Dillons rebates

Memorial exp. Reimbursed

PMM
Interest

Income

Expense

Balance

Total Expenses
NET INCOME
Heifer Int.

Income

Expenses

Balance

6/30/19
Memorial

Income

Expenses

Balance

5/31/19
6/30/19
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Online Giving at Zion UCC
Members of the congregation have the ability to donate online through a secure portal. Donating online eliminates the need to write a check to the
church. Online giving is an easy process to establish, and gifts December be
changed as desired. Online giving can be accomplished in single payments or
as repeat scheduled payments. Below is the link

https://smartpay.profitstars.com/express/zionucccpp
If you have any questions or need the additional instructions, please contact
the church office at 785-238-5732.
Thank you for your ongoing support of Zion United Church of Christ!

8/3

Ray Jr. & Angela Kruse

8/16 Bin & Rudi Graefe
8/25 David & Karla Butler
8/28 Kenny & Debby Gfeller

8/5
8/6
8/10
8/10
8/16
8/18
8/21
8/24
8/26
8/26
8/29

Bin Graefe
Marvel Dalton
Lindsey Snider
Condoleezza Osa
JR Reynolds
Judy Gardner
Linnie Gfeller
Evergreen Osa
Selesa Valoaga
Harlan Bitterlin
Cody Bitterlin

“So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set
your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on
earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also
will be revealed with him in glory.
Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On
account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are
disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, when
you were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such
things –anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language
from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you
have stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed
yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in
knowdedge according to the image of its creator. In the renewal
there is not longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ
is all and in all.”

Colossians 3:1-11

*If we have missed a birthday or anniversary we
are sorry. The reason for that would be that we do
not have that birthday or anniversary in our information. If you would like it included please give the
information to the office.
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2019
Sunday

4

Monday

5

Tuesday

6

Food Pantry Sunday

Wednesday Thursday

7

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

8

9

10

Consistory 7:00 pm

JCRSP 9:30am

Adult Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship 10:30 am
Fellowship 11:30 am

11

12

13

Celebration of Holy Communion
Heifer International Sunday

14

15

16

17

22

23

24

Choir 6:00 pm

Adult Sunday School 9:30am
Worship 10:30 am
Fellowship 11:30am

18
Adult Sunday School 9:30 am
Worship 10:30 am
Fellowship 11:30 am

25
Services at Camp White
We will meet at the church parking
lot and caravan to Camp White

19
Jill on vacation

26
Jill on vacation

20
Jill on vacation

27
Jill on vacation

21
Jill on vacation

28
Jill on vacation

Jill on vacation

29
Jill on vacation

Jill on vacation

30

31

Jill on vacation
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Serving Zion
Greeters
Aug. 4

Ushers

Wayne & Ruth Gfeller

Ray Kruse Jr. &
Richard Hobaugh

Aug. 11 Vern & Doris Steffens

Rod Gfeller &
Dave Butler

Aug. 18 Don & Leona Garrison

Denise & Lucian Tabb

Aug. 25 Steve & Lyn Green

Gary & Jill Schmutz

1811 McFarland Rd
Junction City, KS 66441-8846
785-238-5732

«First Name» «Last Name»
«Address Line 1»
«City», «State» «ZIP Code»

Coffee Fellowship
Sheri & Rudi Graefe
Ruth Gfeller
Doris Steffens
Lyn Green

